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DISCUSSED,  ETC. 


Inqttiees.  I  am  glad  to  see  you,  Priend,  that  we  may  be  able,  by  s 
little  quiet  conversation  with  each  other,  and  the  aid  of  our  Elder,  to 
arrive  at  a  right  conclusion  as  to  the  truth, 

F.  I  trust  we  shall  not  feel  disposed  to  be  guided  by  any  other  rules 
than  those  which  are  found  in  God's  holy  word. 

I.  I  assure  you,  that  we,  the  Latter-Day  Saints,  are  guided  entirely 
by  the  Bibles  but  I  have  just  finished  reading  the  funeral  sermon  of  all 
saints  and  sinners,  also  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth,*  by  Orson  Pratt, 
and  certainly  I  am  unable  to  discover  any  Scriptural  proofs  for  many  of 
the  statements  contained  in  his  discourse ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  this  apostle  professes  to  be  wise  above  what  is  wTitten,  and 
the  folly  of  man  in  this  case  is  manifested. 

P.  I  have  seen  the  foolish  production  to  which  you  refer,  and  am 
surprised  how  any  man  with  a  sane  mind,  could  expect  persons  possessing 
common  sense,  to  believe  such  absurdities. 

I.  Well,  I  cannot  say  that  I  agree  with  his  opinions,  at  the  same  time 
T  do  not  feel  disposed  to  condemn  the  system  on  account  of  the  foolish 
expressions  of  one  man.  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  as  yet,  with 
the  system  of  MormouLsm  to  discuss  its  merits,  but  when  our  Elder 
arrives,  you  may  first  hear  what  he  has  to  advance,  and  make  your  replies. 

F.  I  shall  be  happy  to  listen  -with  patience  to  his  arguments,  but  what 
can  have  detained  him  so  long  beyond  the  appointed  time  ? 

I.  He,  with  some  other  brothers  have  gone  to  anoint  a  poor  aflBicted 
sister  with  the  holy  oil,  and  I  hope  their  efibrts  will  be  successful.  I 
perceive  the  smUe  on  your  countenance,  do  you  not  believe  in  miracles  ? 

E.  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me,  but  I  was  just  thinking  of  some  curious 
stories  I  have  heard,  respecting  the  wonderful  cures  the  Romanists  boast 
of  having  performed  by  holy  water. 

I.  But  I  have  really  known  cases  where  afflicted  persons  have  actually 
recovered  after  they  have  been  anointed  with  the  holy  oU. 

*  See  Latter-Day  Saints'  Millennial  Star,  of  D'-cember,  1853. 


p.  No  doubt  you  have ;  and  if  you  will  only  reflect  for  a  moment, 
you  must  remember  many  instances  in  which  the  holy  oil  was  entirely 
ineffectual,  besides,  only  consider  how  many  persons  are  taken  ill  and 
recover,  without  the  apphcation  of  either  holy  oil,  or  holy  water. 

I.    But,  why  then  was  oil  advised  to  be  used  by  James  ? 

F.  The  knowledge  of  medicine  in  those  days  was  very  imperfect.  It 
was  much  more  used  at  that  period  in  the  East  as  a  remedy  for  disorders  _ 
than  at  the  present  time;  you  may  remember  that  it  was  made  use  ol" 
by  the  good  Samaritan,  mixed  with  wine,  in  the  case  of  the  wounded  man. 

I.    But  ought  we  not  to  make  use  of  oil  now  ? 

P.  No  doubt  there  are  cases,  where  oil  may  be  applied  to,  or  taken  by 
a  patient  with  great  benefit,  but  the  apostle  only  intended  to  advise  the 
use  of  the  means  most  suitable  for  the  recovery  of  the  sick  person ;  upon 
which  means,  believers  ought  not  to  rely  upon  solely  without  prayer  to 
God  for  his  blessing  thereon. 

I.  I  see  the  subject  in  a  very  different  light  to  what  I  formerly  did ; 
for  I  always  thought  the  oil  received  the  blessing  of  the  apostles,  and 
thus  became  effectual  for  the  recovery  of  the  sick ;  I  now  see  that  it  wa."? 
only  used  in  the  same  way  we  should  apply  any  other  embrocation,  and 
that  God's  blessing  upon  its  use  should  be  invoked. 

F.    Exactly  so. 

I.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  it  was  that  such  great  and  won- 
derful mu'acles  were  wrought  by  the  Apostles  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  first 
ages  of  the  Church ;  performed  too,  in  the  presence  of  friends  and  foes, 
and  yet,  that  now,  even  by  those  who  profess  the  power  to  do  the  like, 
we  never  see  anything  to  equal  them. 

F.  Those  wonderful  works,  recorded  in  the  Old  and  New  Testament, 
were  not  done  in  secret,  but  in  many  instances  affected  a  whole  nation . 
The  pretended  miracles  of  these  latter  days  are  not  to  be  compared  with 
those  of  the  Egyptian  astrologers,  who  withstood  Moses,  the  servant  of 
God.  I  have  been  scarcely  able  to  contain  myself  when  I  have  heard 
Mormons  talk  about  the  cures  of  toothache,  headache,  pains  in  the 
limbs,  wind  in  the  stomach,  and  a  variety  of  other  infirmities  which 
affect  mankind  more  or  less,  according  to  the  temperature,  the  weather, 
or  their  own  method  of  diet,  I  reallj;  wonder  they  are  not  ashamed  to 
speak  of  such  cases  as  miracles,  even  in  private  ! 

I.    I  should  like  to  hear  your  candid  opinion  of  our  system. 

F.  Having  read  many  of  your  authorized  publications,  besides  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  and  Book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  (which  I  can 
venture  to  say,  not  half  of  those  who  are  called  Latter-Day  Saints,  have 
read,)  after  a  verj^  careful  examination  of  the  principles  advocated  by 
these  several  pubhcations  I  have  come  to  this  conclusion,  that  Mormonism 
is  a  very  extraordinary  compound  of  various  reUgious  opinions  and 
notions,  some  of  which  only  are  new;  the  rest  being  derived  from 
Christian,  Pagan,  Socialist,  Eomish,  and  even  Infidel  principles;  but 
here,  I  think,  is  your  Elder. 

I.  We  have  been  waiting  some  time  expecting  your  arrival,  I  am 
glad  you  are  come ;  I  will  first  introduce  you  to  my  liew  acquaintance, 
and  then  at  once  proceed  to  ask  you  to  prove  to  me,  that  Mormonism,  as 
as  a  system,  proceeds  from  heaven. 

Elder.  Nothing  is  easier,  I  feel  myself  happy  in  having  this  oppor- 
tunity of  confirming  your  faith ;  we  know,  then,  that  Mormonism,  as  a 
system,  came  from  heaven  because  the  Founder  of  Mormonism  has  de- 


dared,  that  an  angel  from  God  appeared  to  him  several  tunes, — told  him 
where  he  should  find  the  plates  on  which  the  contents  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon  were  said  to  have  been  engraved,  in  such  a  manner  thiit  no 
hving  man  could,  of  his  o^\ti  power,  interpret  the  inscriptions  thereon. 

I.  How  then  are  you  convinced  that  Joseph  Smith  translated  the 
contents  of  the  plates  correctly  ? 

E.  Of  this  there  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt,  because,  with  the 
plates,  he  found  the  Urim  and  Thummim,*  by  the  aid  of  which,  he  was 
enabled  to  execute  this  otherwise  difficult  task. 

I.  Win  you  be  so  good  as  to  describe  this  Urim  and  Thummim  said 
to  have  been  found  by  Mr.  Smith. 

E.  It  consists  of  two  transparent  stones,  clear  as  crystal,  set  in  the 
two  rims  of  a  bow. 

I.  How  do  you  know  that  this  instrument  was  really  the  Urim  and 
Thummim  ? 

E.  Because  I  am  so  informed  by  one  of  our  apostles,  and  also  in  the 
Book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants.! 

I.  Can  you  account  for  the  Urim  and  Thummim  being  found  de- 
tached from  the  breastplate  of  the  high  priest,  in  which  it  was  placed,  as 
described  in  Exodus  xxxis.  ? 

E.  It  might  possibly  have  been  broken  off,  and  the  rest  of  the 
breastplate  lost. 

I.  But  I  should  be  almost  inclined  to  think,  that  by  such  an  accident, 
the  efficacy  of  the  instrument  would  be  destroyed. 

E.  I  should  not  infer  this ;  in  fact  we  know  it  had  no  such  effect,  since 
we  are  informed,  that  it  did  enable  Mr.  Smith  to  translate  the  inscriptions. 

I.    Can  you  tell  me  what  is  become  of  the  plates  ? 

E.  I  can  tell  you  one  thing ;  that  the  questions  you  put  to  me,  are 
very  unworthy  of  your  profession ;  however  I  will  tell  you  what  is  be- 
come of  the  plates ;  an  angel  took  them  away  from  Mr.  Smith.! 

F.  Do  you  not  consider  that  it  was  very  prudent  conduct  on  the  part 
of  ilr.  Smith,  to  inform  his  friends  that  he  had  been  deprived  of  these 
valuable  documents  ?  for  had  the  plates  (if  indeed  there  were  any,)  been 

Sroduced  for  public  inspection,  in  all  probabihty  Mormonism  would  not 
ave  succeeded  in  obtaining  so  many  adherents  to  its  principles. 

E.  I  have  said  what  became  of  the  plates ;  but  with  the  reason  for 
their  removal,  I  have  nothing  to  do. 

E.  Is  it  not  reported,  upon  unquestionable  authoritv,  that  the 
historical  part  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  very  closely  resembles  a  manu- 
script, written  by  a  Mr.  S.  Spaulding  ? 

E.  This  is  the  old  story;  but  the  Book  of  Mormon  contains  much 
more  matter  than  the  manuscript  in  question,  and  that  to  us  is  perfectly 
satisfactory.  As  to  the  resemblance  it  may  bear  to  Mr.  Spaulding's 
romance,  which  was  written  before  Mr.  Smith  found  the  plates,  I  cannot 
but  say  that  the  circumstance  is  rather  remarkable,  but  will  not  shako 
my  belief,  or  have  any  effect  upon  faithful  Mormonites. 

*  Sec  Remarkable  Visions  by  Orson  Pratt,  No.  6,  page  6.    ■ 
t  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  section  36,  paragraph  1 ;  and  section  42,  paragraph  1. 
i  The  Discussion  between  Elder  Taylor  and  otbers  at  Boulogne,  page  23, 
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1.    How  do  you  account  for  its  having  no  effect  ? 

E.  Because  all  good  and  faithful  followers  of  Joseph  Smith  will 
beUeve  all  the  doctrines,  revelations,  and  commandments  they  ha\e 
received,  do  receive,  or  will  receive  from  Mr.  Smith,  the  apostles,  and 
from  the  holy  priesthood.  All  Latter-Day  Saints  who  cannot  make  up 
their  minds  to  abide  by,  and  obey  the  injunctions  of  their  priests  and 
presidents,  are  considered  as  unworthy  members,  and  unless  they  reform 
and  become  obedient  thereto,  will  be  cut  off  from  the  church. 

I.  Do  you  not  consider  this  as  an  arbitrary  method  of  proceeding,  and 
contrary  to  Scripture,  to  enforce  obedience  to  principles  and  opinions 
not  supported  thereby,  inasmuch  as  the  Bible  contains  every  doctrine 
and  precept  iiecessary  for  man's  instruction,  to  obtain  salvation ;  besides, 
I  have  been  told  again  and  again  that  the  Latter-Day  Saints  are  guided 
entirely  by  the  Bible,  how  then  do  you  justify  such  conduct  ? 

E.  It  Ls  precisely  the  method  adopted  by  the  Eomish  church,  and 
therefore  the  Latter-Day  Saints  have  the  example  of  that  church  for 
their  imitation.  As  to  the  Bible  being  the  only  correct  rule  of  faith,  the 
Book  of  Mormon  informs  us,  that  by  it  Satan  hath  great  advantage  over 
mankind.* 

I.  How  is  this  accounted  for,  when  the  Bible  informs  us  that  the 
Scriptures  are  able  to  make  men  mse  unto  salvation  ? 

E.  It  is  accounted  for  in  this  way,  that  many  parts  of  it  are  taken 
away,  so  that  now,  you  have  not  sufficient  therein,  as  your  quotation 
would  imply. 

P.  I  must  then  ask  you,  when,  and  by  whom,  could  this  be  ac- 
complished without  detection,  when  so  many  copies  of  the  sacred  word 
of  God  were  in  the  hands  of  both  friends  and  enemies  of  Christianity, 
in  so  many  parts  of  the  world  at  the  same  time,  from  the  early  ages  of 
the  Christian  Church  to  the  present  day  ? 

E.  The  Book  of  Mormon  informs  us  that  this  was  done ;  therefore  we 
have  no  alternative  but  to  believe  it. 

F.  Then  you  are  ready  and  willing  to  believe  this  statement,  be  the 
assertion  ever  so  destitute  of  foundation  or  truth ! 

E.  I  am  a  believer  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  this  is  a  sufficient  answer 
to  your  question ;  but  there  are  books  referred  to  in  the  Bible  which  are 
not  to  be  found  therein ;  thus  you  see  how  ignorant  you  are  of  the  Bible, 
or  you  would  have  known  that  there  was  some  foundation  for  the 
statement. 

F.  Had  these  books  contained  any  truths  or  doctrines  necessary  for 
man's  instruction,  to  obtain  salvation,  can  you  suppose  that  the  provi- 
dence of  God  woidd  have  suffered  them  to  have  been  totally  lost  ?  Our 
Saviour  would  have  commanded  the  Jews  to  search  for  the  Scriptures, 
instead  of  "  Search  the  Scriptures."  Had  they  lost  any  portions  of  His 
word,  necessary  for  their  guidance.  He  would  doubtless  have  upbraided 
their  negligence  in  not  preserving  them  from  destruction.  Therefore  we 
are  not  left  in  any  doubt,  but  have  the  satisfaction  of  possessing  the  whole 
of  the  inspired  word  of  God  as  regards  the  Old  Testament ;  and  though 
doubtless,  many  things  ^^•ere  written  during  the  time  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  were  beini;  compiled ;  yet  we  may  feel  assured  that  nothing 
is  omitted  from  the  sacred  canon,  which  it  was  God's  will  should  have  a 
place  there ;  nothing  of  an  inspired  character  lost,  which  it  is  necessarj- 

*  Book  of  Mormon,  1  Xcplii,  chapter  3,  section  40. 


for  poor  sinners-  to  become  acquainted  with.  But  do  you  not  see  the 
object  Mr.  Smith,  or  any  other  founder  of  a  new  sect  or  system,  migh^ 
have  in  making  this  assertion  ? 

E.  It  may  appear  reasonable  for  you  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Smith,  or 
some  other  person  saw  it  desirable  to  make  this  statement. 

F.  Certainly.  Here  you  have  the  Eomish  tactics  exactly:  first  show 
the  Bible  to  be  defective ;  otherwise,  the  i)eople  would  not  so  easily  be 
inchned  to  follow  any  doctrines  or  principles  not  found  therein,  or 
sanctioned  by  the  word  of  God. 

E.  But  if  Mr.  Smith  was  a  prophet  of  Grod,  and  really  did  act  ac- 
cording to  His  direction,  then  we  are  right  in  beheving  the  statement 
given  in  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

I.  Is  there  no  guide  by  which  we  may  determine,  when  a  man  pro- 
fesses to  be  a  prophet,  whether  he  really  is  a  prophet  from  God,  or  not  ? 

¥.  There  is.  In  Deuteronomy  xviii.  22,  you  will  find  these  words : 
"  "^ITien  a  prophet  speaketh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  if  the  thing  follow 
not,  nor  come  to  pass,  that  is  the  thing  which  the  Lord  hath  not  spoken, 
but  the  prophet  lm,th  spoken  presumptuously :  thou  shalt  not  he  afraid 
of  him. 

I.  Have  you  ever  appUed  this  test  to  the  claims  of  Mr.  Smith  to  be  a 
prophet  ? 

E.  We  are  satisfied  that  as  some  thin^  have  happened  which  he 
foretold,  we  need  not  pay  much  regard  to  the  instances  in  which  his 
predictions  failed  of  success. 

I.    Then  you  would  not  wish  this  test  apphed  to  the  claims  of  Mr.Smith. 

E.  I  see  no  occasion  or  reason  why  it  should. 

F.  Herein  you  act  wisely,  as  it  would,  if  apphed  to  his  claim,  be  as 
conclusive  against  him,  as  it  has  been  in  the  case  of  many  others,  who 
have,  in  former  times,  laid  claim  to  the  title  of  Prophet. 

I.  How  then  are  we  to  discover  that  Joseph  Smith  possessed  any 
better  title  to  what  he  aspired,  than  they  ?  ^ 

E.  Because  we  feel  persuaded  that  had  he  not  been  a  prophet,  he 
would  not  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  so  may  followers. 

F.  Had  not  the  false  prophet  Mahomet  great  success?  upon  what 
principle  then  do  you  account  for  the  success  of  his  system  ? 

B.  Mahomet  propagated  his  religion  with  the  sword,  and  the  powers 
of  darkness  might  have  assisted  bim  ;  but  we  only  look  forward  to  the 
time,  when,  "  ^\'e'll  burst,  off  all  our  fetters  and  break  the  Gentile  yoke."* 

F.  "Whatever  your  ideas  may  be  as  to  Joseph  Smith,  it  must,  by  you 
be  admitted,  that  success  is  not  a  sure  token  of  correct  principles,  when 
apphed  as  a  test  to  prove  the  truth  of  any  rehgious  opinion ;  therefore, 
although  Joseph  Smith  and  his  party  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  many 
supporters,  yet  the  advocates  of  that  system  may  be  in  error ;  prejudice 
may  bias  them,  the  god  of  this  world  may  have  blinded  them ;  in  a  word, 
they  may  be  indebted  to  the  powers  ol'  darknesss  for  their  success,  as 
much  as  the  false  prophet  Mahomet. 

E.  But  ilr.  Smith  testified  to  the  truth  of  his  system  by  offering 
liiraself  as  a  sacrifice  for  the  saints,  as  our  hymn  book  states,  and  further, 


*  Latter-Day  Saints'  Hymn  Book,  hymn  290,  verse  3,  Qth  edition. 


"  Unchang'd  in  death,  with  a  Sanour's  love 
He  pleads  their  cause  in  the  courts  above."* 

P.  Then  you  pay  no  attention  to  God's  word,  which  declares  that 
there  is  no  mediator  between  God  and  man,  but  the  man  Christ 
Jesus ;  but  impiously  and  blasphemously  exalt  your  prophet  to  divide 
or  share  this  office  with  the  Sa\aour  and  Eedeemer  of  mankind.  As  to 
your  assertion,  that  Joseph  Smith  offered  himself  as  a  testimony  to  the 
truth  of  his  system,  what  proofs  do  you  bring  forward  to  invalidate  the 
reported  accounts  of  the  causes  which  led  to  his  untimely  and  unhappy 
end ;  contrary  to  his  prediction,  which  may  be  seen  in  the  lOoth  section 
of  the  Book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  given  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  ? 

E.  But  if  you  vnH  look  at  the  111th  section  of  the  same  book,  you 
will  see  that  Sir.  Smith  said  that  he  should  be  murdered. 

F.  It  is  so  stated  as  you  say,  but  the  statement  is  made  by  some 
anonj-mous  writer,  and  even  if  Joseph  Smith  did  say  so,  he  prophesied 
two  very  opposite  events,  it  was  likely  enough,  therefore,  that  in  one,  or 
the  other,  he  would  have  prophesied  correctly ;  but  most  unfortunately 
for  him,  and  for  his  claims  to  be  considered  a  prophet,  the  first-named 
prophecy,  given  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  was  a  failure.  As  to  the  latter 
prophecy,  said  to  have  been  uttered  by  Joseph  Smith,  who  can  be  ex- 
pected to  attach  any  importance  to  it,  since  the  statement  appears  \^^th- 
out  either  the  name  of  the  writer,  or  witnesses,  attesting  the  truth 
thereof?  although  this  Ls  of  little  consequence,  in  one  respect,  as 
Mormonites,  like  the  Irish  Eibboumen,  very  easily  i)rocure  witnesses, 
when  they  require  "  good  men  and  true  "  to  bear  testimony  to  the  truth 
of  any  statement  or  circumstance ;  it  is,  therefore,  marvellous  that  this 
last  prophecy,  said  to  have  been  uttered  by  their  prophet,  should  not 
have  been  verified  by  a  host  of  witnesses. 

E.  You  attack  the  character  of  our  friends,  but  you  dare  not  im- 
l)each  our  principles,  these  are  impregnable ! 

F.  It  is  rather  difficult  to  ascertain  what  are  the  principles  of 
^Rlormouism;  for  instance,  polygamy  was,  until  very  lately,  pubUcly 
denied  by  your  party ;  it  wa5  denied  even  in  the  Book  of  Doctrine  and 
Covenants,  section  lO'J,  published  in  1852^  although  it  is  now  asserted, 
that,  in  1843,  your  chief  officer  t  had  in  his  possession  a  revelation  from 
heaven  to  sanction  that  which  the  book  referred  to,  and  which  your  party 
have  most  strenuously  denied.  Now,  polygamy  is  not  only  admitteo, 
but  even  defended,  so  it  certainly  appears  desirable  that  the  Latter-Day 
Saints  should  be  supplied  with  another  edition  of  the  Book  of  Doctrine 
and  Covenants.  It  is  now  an  ascertained  fact  that  polygamy  was 
practised  by  the  Mormons  in  America,  even  before,  and  when,  those 
elders  who  came  therefrom  to  this  country,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing 
the  labouring  classes  and  others  to  emigrate  to  their  settlement,  denied 
the  truth  of  the  allegation.  You  profess  that  the  Gospel,  as  taught  by 
the  Apostles  of  our  Savioui\  is  preached  and  taught  bv  your  party  alone. 
This  1  deny  altogether.  Your  party  affirms  that  the  Gospel  was  not 
preached  for  1700  years,  until  Joseph  Smith  commenced  his  career. 
This  I  also  deny  to  be  correct.  The  Apostles  and  disciples  of  our  Saviour 
never  sanctioned,  never  countenanced  polygamy,  or  any  description  of 
immorality  whatever.  That  polygamy  was  practised  by  mankind  during 
the  period  of  the  old  dispensation  (as  it  is  now  also  practised  amongst 

♦  Latter-Day  Saints'  Hymn  Book,  hymns  2"3  and  281,  9th  edition. 
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heathens  and  Mormons,)  is  diLy  recoraed,  as  are  also  the  other  sins 
and  failings  of  those  whose  general  conduct,  according  to  the  Hght 
they  possessed,  was  worthy  of  our  imitation ;  hut,  are  we  therefore  to 
imitate  them  in  those  poiats  iu  which  they  greatly  erred,  and  hy  means 
of  the  very  errors  they  committed,  were  not  unfrequently  visited  with 
punishment  at  the  hand  of  God,  even  on  earth !  Why  are  we  then 
called  upon  to  allow  polygamy,  when  such  fearful  consequences  to  the 
happiness  of  famihes  have  resulted  from  its  practice  ?  It  is  only  the 
oflspring  of  unrestrained  lust,  unfit  for  a  civilized  people,  demoralising 
in  its  nature,  and  a  curse  upon  human  society  wherever  it  is  found  to  exist, 

E.  I  think,  su-,  that  you  will  find  some  difficulty  in  pointing  out  to 
me.  a  single  passage  from  the  Old  or  New  Testament  which  opposes 
polygamy,  while  I  am  able  at  the  same  time  to  show  you  many  instances, 
where  polygamy  was  practised  by  patriarchs  of  old,  and  if  iib  was  right 
then,  why  is  it  wi-ong  now  ?* 

P.  If  you  wUl  turn  to  G«nises  i.  and  ii.  you  will  there  find  that 
God  provided  but  one  wife  for  Adam,  and  that  "  therefore  shaU  a  man 
leave  his  father  and  his  mother,  and  shall  cleave  unto  his  wife ;  and  they 
shall  be  one  flesh."  Our  Saviour  in  Matthew  xix.  5  refers  to  the  ahove 
passage,  and  shows  us  that  in  the  beginning  God  made  one  woman  for 
one  man,  and  that  for  this  cause  shall  a  man  leave  father  and  mother 
and  shall  cleave  to  Ms  wife,  and  they  twain  shaU  be  one  flesh.  See  also 
1  Corinthians  vii.  2,  Nevertheless,  to  avoid  fornication,  let  every  man 
have  his  own  wife,  and  let  every  woman  have  her  own  husband.  Polvgamy 
IS  here  unmistakably  condemned  by  St.  Paul,  and  what  say  the  Latter- 
Day  Saints  in  1853,  in  reply  to  what  they  pubhshed  in  1852,  Doctrine 
and  Covenants,  sect  109  ?  "  We  declare  that  we  believe  that  one  man 
should  have  one  wife ;  and  one  woman  but  one  husband,  except  in  case 
of  death,  when  either  is  at  hberty  to  marry  again."  At  death,  then,  the 
tie  is  broken,  and  not  till  then.  By  this  section  each  Latter-Day  Saint's 
marriage-vow  compels  the  man  and  woman  to  be  faithful  each  to  each 
and  to  keep  from  ah  other  during  the  life  of  each.  Here  then  polygamy 
is  condemned  by  the  Latter-Day  Saints  themselves.  The  proportionate 
number  of  females  born  to  that  of  males,  is  another  evidence  against 
polygamy,  the  number  of  each  being  as  near  as  possible  equal,  the 
sUght  disproportion  between  the  female  and  male  inhabitants  of  our 
country  is  easily  accounted  for  from  the  fact  that  soldiers  and  sailors  are, 
for  the  most  part,  engaged  in  foreign  service,  and  that  a  large  proportion 
of  those  who  emigrate  from  our  islands  to  our  several  colonial  pos- 
sessions, more  especiaUy  that  portion  whose  limited  means  induce  them 
to  visit  climates  uncongenial  to  our  habits  and  nature,  are,  for  the  most 
part  unmarried  when  they  leave  our  shores,  many  of  whom,  being  cut  off 
by  premature  death,  never  return  to  t^eir  native  land  as  they  fondly 
hope,  after  having  secured  ample  means  for  the  support  of  a  family. 
Our  Saviour  in  Matthew  xix.  9  so  clearly  shows  that  every  person  is  an 
adulterer  who  is  guilty  of  polygamy,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  to  me 
that  men,  professing  to  belong  to  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  should 
have  the  boldness  to  state  that  a  polygamist  is  no  adulterer.  "And  I  say 
unto  you  that  whosoever  shall  put  away  his  wife,  except  it  be  for  forni- 
cation, and  shall  marry  another,  committeth  adultery :  and  whoso 
marrieth  her  which  is  put  away  doth  commit  adultery."  This  text 
plainly  shows  that  a  man  should  have  but  one  wife,  and  the  woman  but 
one  husband,  and  that  if  either  have  more  than  one  husband,  or  one 
wife,  adultry  is  committed  by  the  offending  party,  for  if  this  was  so,  even 
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in  the  case  of  divorce,  how  much  is  the  argument  strengthened  to  prove 
that  man  to  he  an  adulterer,  who,  at  the  saine  time,  has  two  or  more 
wives.  If  you  will  turn  to  Deuteronomy  xvii.  17,  you  will  see  that 
polygamy  was  forbidden  to  be  practised  by  the  kings  of  Israel,  when  such 
persons  should  be  appointed  to  reign  over  the  people.  Thus  it  is  proved 
that  polygamy  was  not  right  then,  although  it  was  practised,  as  were 
many  other  crimes  against  which  God  did  not  immediately  manifest  His 
displeasure.  All  the  arguments  in  support  of  polygamy  are  based  upon 
a  false  foundation,  and  it  will  be  useless  for  any  man  to  attempt  to 
defend  the  system— by  an  appeal  to  God's  holy  word  as  the  standard. 
The  law  and  the  testimony  of  the  Scriptures  ought  to  be  the  test  to  which 
aU  who  profess  the  rehgion  of  the  Bible  should  be  ■vvilhng  to  appeal,  and 
if  they  speak  not  according  to  this  word,  it  is  because  there  is  no 
life  ia  them. 

E.  I  would  now  ask  you  how  it  happened,  if  polygamy  was  wrong, 
that,  in  2  Samuel  xii.  8,  Nathan  the  prophet  of  God,  told  David  "  I  gave 
thee  thy  master's  house,  and  thy  master's  wives  into  thy  bosom,  and 
gave  thee  the  house  of  Israel  and  Judah  ;  and  if  that  had  been  too  little, 
I  would  moreover  have  given  unto  thee  such  and  such  things :"  and  in 
verse  11  are  these  words :  "  I  mil  take  thy  wives  before  thine  eyes,  and 
give  them  unto  thy  neighbour  ?"* 

P.  A  bad  cause  requires  bold  defenders;  you  cannot  really  believe 
that  these  texts  will  support  your  theory  of  polygamy,  for  as  it  happens 
the  latter  quotation  proves  too  much,  even  for  Mormon  morality,  smce 
by  this  text,  if  you  wish  it  to  be  received  as  sho\ying  conduct  for  our 
imitation,  the  heinous  crime  of  incest,  as  well  as  adultery,  would  be 
legahzed.  I  trust  you  are  ashamed  of  your  argument.  I  heard  the  same 
advanced  at  your  meeting-house,  and  therefore  I  suppose  Mormons  think 
it  may  answer  their  purpose  to  make  use  of  it  to  bolster  up  their  pre- 
tended revelation.  Truly  it  is  said,  "  Drowning  men  catch  at  straws !"  I 
wiU  now  reply  to  your  first  quotation ;  God  in  his  providence  gave  unto 
David  the  house  of  Israel  and  Judah,  with  the  throne  of  Saul  his  father- 
in-law,  and  therefore  David  could  not  have  taken  to  wife  his  mother-in-law 
without  subjecting  himself  to  the  curse  of  the  law  given  in  Deuteronomy 
xxvii.  23. 

E.  If  you  will  turn  to  Matthew  xvii.  11,  you  will  see  that  Jesus  said 
that  all  things  sbeuld  be  restored  when  Elias  came,  and  in  Acts  iii.  21 
you  may  see  that  a  restitution  of  all  things  is  spoken  of.  Now  we  believe 
that  polygamy  is  one  of  the  things  to  be  restored,t  and  you  must  admit 
that  it  was  once  practised  by  the  patriarchs. 

E.  You  might  as  well  infer  from  these  passages  that  the  tower  of 
Babel  and  the  cities  of  Nineveh  and  Babylon  will  be  restored,  or  that  all 
the  crimes  which  have  disgraced  humanity  will  be  acted  over  again,  as  to 
suppose  that  the  flagrant  crime  of  polygamy  will  be  sanctioned  by  a  holy 
God.  Look  at  the  contexts  of  the  quotations  to  which  you  refer ;  yoii 
may  then  be  enabled  better  to  understand  the  meaning  of  the  passages 
you  wish  to  pervert  to  sanction  iniquity ;  and  especially  would  I  advise 
you  to  devote  your  attention  to  the  consideration  of  the  verses  which 
foUow  your  quotation  from  Acts  iii.,  more  particularly  the  23  verse, 
"  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  every  soul  which  will  not  hear  that 
Prophet,  shall  be  destroyed  from  among  the  people."  What  that  Prophet, 
even  Jesus  Christ,  did  say  respecting  polygamy  has  already  been  stated ; 
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A         but  Latter-Day  Saints  prefer  to  listen  to  the  doctrines  and  command- 
ments of  men. 

E.  I  would  rather  discuss  some  other  point  of  our  belief,  for  I  do  not 
consider  polygamy  a  profitable  subject. 

K  I.    Well,  I  am  very  glad  to  find  you  are  ashamed  of  it,  I  was  not 

aware  tha,t  such  opmions  were  held  by  the  Latter-Day  Saints,  I  always 
thought  that  they  were  a  "  calumniated  and  persecuted  people,"*  when 

'         charged  by  their  opponents  with  such  un-Christian  practices. 

E.  I  am  very  sorry  the  subject  was  introduced ;  for,  according  to  the 
words  of  Paul  "  you  are  not  able  to  bear  it." 

I.  And  by  the  grace  of  God  I  trust  I  never  shall  be  able  to  bear  it. 
My  conscience  tells  me  it  is  a  doctrine  from  beneath  and  not  from  God. 
His  word  tells  me  the  fearful  consequences  of  neglecting  to  hear  the 
words  of  "that  Prophet  who  should  come,"t  even  Jesus  Christ,  and 
unless  I  obey,  as  well  as  hear  them,  the  same  Jesus  tells  me  that  I  am 
no  disciple  of  His. 

P.    I  am  quite  willing  to  pass  on  to  some  other  point  of  your  belief  if 

you  wish  it,  but  in  this  case  I  must  leave  a  large  amount  of  New-Testa- 

»         ment  proofs  against  polygamy  untouched.    I  denied  the  truth  of  the 

statement  constantly  made  by  your  party,  that  the  Gospel  is  taught  and 

preached  only  by  j'ourselves.    I  now  ask,  what  do  you  preach  ? 

'  E.  I  preach  Faith,  Repentance,  and  Baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins : 
the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  the  power  to 
work  miracles,  the  casting  out  of  devils,  the  speaking  with  tongues,  the 
interpreting  of  tongues  may  be  given  those  upon  whom  the  hands  of  the 
priesthood  are  laid.  We  have  apostles,  bishops,  prophete,  Melchisedec 
priests,  Aaronic  priests,  patriarchs,  presidents,  and . 

P.  Stop !  stop,  my  good  man ;  pray  stop !  or  we  shall  not  get  through 
the  half  of  them  in  a  fortnight,  if  it  be  necessary  fully  to  (hscuss  each 
and  every  one  of  these  subjects  separately. 

E.  If  you  wish  me  not  to  proceed,  I  will  yield  to  your  request,  as  I 
think  you  will  have  quite  enough  work  cut  outr  for  you  to  get  through 
comfortably. 

P.  The  holding  by,  and  teaching  some  portions  of  Divine  truth,  while 
other  portions  of  the  Gospel  are  either  denied  or  excluded,  and  other 
notions  introduced  to  supply  the  place  of,  or  even  to  overthrow  the 
authority  of  the  commandments  of  God  and  of  Christ,  cannot  be  the 
Gospel.  What  is  the  Gospel?  St.  Paul  teUs  us  what  it  is  in  his  several 
epistles.  How  is  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  described  ?  see  Eomans  i. 
16,  "  Por  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ :  for  it  is  the  power  of 
God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth."  1  Corinthians  i.  17, 23, 
"  Por  Christ  sent  me  not  to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the  gospel :  not  with 
the  wisdom  of  words,  lest  the  cross  of  Christ  should  be  made  of  none 
efiect."  "  But  we  preach  Christ  crucified."  Ephesians  ii.  8,  9,  "  For  by 
grace  are  ye  saved  through  faith ;  and  that  not  of  yourselves :  it  is  the 
gift  of  God:  not  of  works,  lest  any  man  should  boast."  To  guard 
against  a  dead  faith,  the  Apostle  proceeds  to  show,  in  the  next  verse,  the 
necessity  of  works  as  an  evidence  of  the  vitality  of  the  faith  professed. 
'  The  Apostle  St.  James,  and  others  in  their  epistles  teach  the  same 
doctrine,  as  in  1  Peter  i.  D,  "Receiving  the  end  of  your  faith,  even  the 
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salvation  of  your  souls."  1  Jolin  i.  7, "  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Son 
cleanseth  us  from  all  sin."  St.  Jude  also  directs  us  to  trust  only  in  Christ 
for  our  hope  of  salvation. 

E.  But  are  we  not  saved  by  Baptism  ?  does  not  Peter  tell  us  that  we 
are  saved  thereby,  and  yet,  in  effect,  you  say,  that  baptism  is  but  a 
useless  ceremony. 

P.  Do  not  mistake  me ;  far  be  it  from  me  to  despise  Baptism,  or  the 
Lord's  Supper;  both  are  means  of  grace  to  those  who  receive  these 
ordinances  rightly;  for  which  purpose  they  were  ordained  by  Christ 
himself.  By  baptism  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  we  are  admitted  as  members  of  the  outward  and  visible  Church  of 
Christ.  By  the  Lord's  supper  we  oommemorate  his  passion  and  death ; 
but  if  we  are,  or  may  be  saved  by  the  observance  of  the  one,  we  are, .  or 
may  also  be  saved  by  the  observance  of  the  other,  for  in  Matthew  xxvi. 
27,  28,  our  Saviour  says,  "  Drink  ye  all  of  it ;  for  this  is  my  blood  of  the 
New  Testament,  which  is  shed  for  many /or  the  remission  of  sins."  Other 
similar  passages  might  be  cited.  I  will  now  refer  you  to  Hebrews  ix. 
22,  "And  without  shedding  of  blood  is  no  remission."  There  is  no 
shedding  of  blood  in  the  ordinance  of  either  baptism  or  the  Lord's  supper : 
consequently,  no  remission  of  sins  is  obtained  by  the  mere  formal 
observance  of  these  ordinances :  it  is  by  faith  in  the  efi&cacy  of  Christ's 
blood  that  the  repentant  sinner  is  cleansed  from  the  guilt,  stain,  and 
power  of  sin ;  the  water  is  but  the  figure,  as  water  cleanseth  the  body, 
so  the  blood  of  Christ  cleanseth  the  soul  of  the  beUever,  as  it  is  beauti- 
fully described  in  1  Peter  iii.  21,  22,  to  which  passage  I  presume  you  just 
now  referred.  Now  I  would  ask,  what  saved  Noah  and  his  family  ?  was 
it  the  ark,  or  was  it  the  water  ?  When,  as  related  in  Acts  ii.,  St.  Peter 
addressed  the  Jews,  by  the  Holy  Spirit's  influence,  his  hearers  were 
stricken  with  conviction  for  sin,  they  inquired  what  they  should  do ; 
St.  Peter  then  directed  them,  first  to  repent,  and  then  to  be  baptized  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of  sins,  that  they  might 
receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Now,  as  a  sinner  is  saved  by  faith  in 
Jesus  as  his  Redeemer ;  was  it  faith  in  the  water,  or  baptism,  they  were 
to  exercise,  or  was  it  faith  in  Christ  who  was  lately  crucified  ?  If  they 
would  not  submit  to  be  baptized  in  the  name  of  Christ,  they  would  have 
shown  too  clearly,  that  they  had  no  faith  in  Him  as  the  crucified  and 
risen  Saviour  of  mankind.  Baptism  is  an  evidence  of  our  faith  in 
Christ,  it  is  the  putting  on  (to  make  use  of  a  familiar  expression)  the 
Christian  hvery,  a  being  enrolled  as  a  soldier  in  Christ's  army,  a  pledge 
also  on  our  part,  to  fight  manfully  under  His  banner.  No  person,  willing 
to  serve  as  a  soldier,  would  choose  to  be  deficient  of  any  part  of  tlie  dress 
in  which  he  is  expected  to  appear ;  neither  by  his  own  neglect  would  he 
forfeit  the  advantage  of  any  privilege  he  might  be  entitled  to  receive. 
Tims  the  person  who  desires  to  become  a  Christian  would  not  neglect 
either  baptism  or  the  Lord's  supper,  but  the  Christian  will  look  beyond 
these  outward  ordinances  and  exclaim  with  St.  Paul,  "  God  forbid  that 
I  should  glory,  save  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  which  the 
world  is  crucified  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  world."  Now,  from  what  I 
have  heard,  and  from  your  own  words,  I  am  inclined  to  beheve  that  you 
depend  more  upon  the  water  baptism,  than  you  do  upon  the  baptism  of 
tiie  Spirit,  which  the  behever  obtains  through  faith  m,  and  on  account 
of,  the  baptism  of  Chi-ist's  sufferings. 

E.  But  do  you  mean  to  teU  me  that  a  man  will  be  saved,  whether  he 
is  baptized  or  not?  did  not  Jesus  tell  Nicodemus  in  John  iii.  5, 
"  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into 
the  Idngdom  of  God?" 


!P.  Have  I  no:;  aireaay  intimated  to  you,  that  no  sincere  belietep 
ffoulu  njglect  the  ri^ht  of  baptism,  provided  that  ordinance  had  not 
already  been  administered  unto  him  ?  our  Saviour  says  in  another  place, 
•'  If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  commandments."  But  there  may  have  hap- 
pened, and  stUl  may  occur  instances  of  some  heathens,  or  unbaptized 
persons  being  brought,  by  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the 
hearing  of  God's  word,  or  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  by  his  ministers, 
even  after  the  individuals  have  been  removed  to  some  dark  corner  of  the 
epjth ;  here  they  may  cry  to  God  for  the  pardon  of  their  sins  for  Christ's 
pake ;  and  would  you  send  the  souls  of  these  human  beings  to  perdition 
m  case  they  died  unbaptized?  Hear  our  Saviour's  words  addressed 
also  to  Nicodemus  in  John  iii.  16,  "For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he 
.gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  ivTiosoever  helieveth  in  Mm  should  riot 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."  Hear  also  our  Saviour's  words  given 
in  Maik  xvi.  16,  "  He  that  helieveth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved ;  but 
he  that  helieveth  not  shall  be  damned."  These  quotations,  taken  ia  con- 
nection with  other  passages  of  Scripture  already  adduced ;  as  well  as  a 
host  of  others  not  brought  forward,  show  us  most  clearly,  that  it  is  faith 
in  the  finished  work  of  Christ,  which  will  be  the  Christian's  hope,  the 
ground  of  liis  confidence,  his  comfort  and  joy  under  every  circumstance ; 
and  that  his  soul  wiU  be  saved  thereby,  although  he  maj^  be  unable  to 
have  those  ordinances  of  Christ's  appointment,  duly  administered  unto 
him.  But  if,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  ivord,  a  man  is  born  again  by  the 
administration  of  the  outward  ordinance  of  baptism ;  then  we  can  tell 
exactly  how  a  man  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  which  thing  our  Saviour  saya 
we  cannot  discover.  Hear  His  words,  John  iii.  8,  "  The  wind  bloweth 
where  it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest  the  sound  thereof,  but  canst  not  tell 
whence  it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth :  so  is  every  one  that  is  horn  of 
the  Spirit."  When  St.  Peter  preached  Christ  to  Cornelius  and  his 
company,  he  thus  concluded  his  address,  see  Acts  x.  43,  "  To  him  gave 
all  the  prophets  witness,  that  through  his  name  whosoever  helieveth 
in  him  shall  receive  remission  of  sins."  Now,  I  ask  you,  did  St.  Peter 
preach  the  Gospel  to  these  people,  or  did  he  not?  What  effect  had 
Lis  preaching  upon  the  hearers  ?  Was  it  likely,  that,  while  in  a  state 
of  unbeUef,  these  people  received  the  Holy  Spirit  ?  In  the  next  verse 
we  read,  that,  "  While  Peter  yet  spake  these  words,  the  Holy  Ghost 
fell  on  all  them  which  heard  the  word."  They  had  not  been  baptized, 
yet  they  received  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  What,  I  ask,  would 
nave  become  of  their  souls,  had  they  died  before  the  ordinance  of 
baptism  had  been  adrainisterpd  untr-  them  ?  Again,  if  it  is  by  Baptism 
only,  that  we  obtain  tue  forgiviness,  or  remission  of  our  past  sins  and 
transgressions,  how  are  we  to  obtam  the  forgiviness,  or  reroission  of  those 
sins  conunitted  after  baptism  ? 

E.  Tou  cannot  expect  me  to  answer  aU  your  numerous  questions : 
but  I  want  to  be  informed  where  your  gifts  of  healing  may  be  seen  ? 
where  are  your  miraculous  powers  ?  when  are  you  heard  to  speak  with 
tongues  ?  Avhich  gifts  I  read,  shall  follow  in  them  that  beUeve :  you  are 
pretty  careful  not  to  say  anything  about  miracles,  because  you  cannot 
show  any. 

r.  If  you  knew  anything  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Eomish  church,^ 
you  would  be  aware  that  that  chiu-ch  professes  to  possess  the  power  of 
working  miracles ;  quite  as  much  as  yours.  Many  of  these  pretended 
miracles  of  heahng,  etc.  have  excited  the  wonder  and  astonishment  of 
assembled  multitudes ;  who,  at  the  time,  where  unable  to  discover  the 
deception  that  was  practised  upon  their  credulity;  but  the  miracles 
wrought  by  Moses  and  other  servants  of  God  under  the  old  dispensation. 
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were  of  such,  a  character,  that  even  every  enemy  was  compelled  to 
acknowledge  the  power  of  Jehovah.  The  miracles  of  our  Saviour  and 
his  Apostles  were  of  a  similar  nature ;  the  evidences  as  to  genuineness 
were  indisputable;  they  were  instantaneous;  no  failure  attended  the 
attempts  made  by  our  Saviour,  or  by  his  Apostles  after  they  had  received 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Only  one  instance  of  failure  is  recorded ;  this  you  will 
find  in  Matthew  xvii.  Here,  the  failure  was  ascribed  to  a  want  of  faith 
on  the  part  of  those  M'ho  attempted  to  cast  out  the  devil  from  the 
lunatic;  but  in  this  case,  our  Saviour  performed  the  cure  which  his 
disciples  attempted.  Now,  a  lunatic  could  not  have  faith  while  in  that 
state ;  but  the  father,  it  appears,  had  faith.  It  was  the  disciples  who  had 
not  sufficient  of  this  grace  to  enable  them  to  perform  the  miracle  they 
attempted.  Tonr  party  profess  to  have  the  power  to  work  miracles ;  but 
whenever  the  attempt  to  carry  out  your  pretensions  proves  a  failure,  and 
this  generally  is  the  case,  you  invariably  throw  all  the  blame  upon,  and 
ascribe  the  failure  to  a  want  of  faith  in  the  very  unfortunate  party  upon 
whom  the  experiment  is  tried!  You  ask  me  to  show  you  a  church 
possessing  the  power  of  working  miracles;  I  will  ask  you  the  same 
question;  can  you  show  such  miracles  as  those  performed  by  Jesus 
Christ,  or  his  Apostles  ?  AVhen  yoiu:  attempts  are  not  what  you  your 
self  would  consider  altogether  failures :  that  is.  when  the  patients  do  not 
die  unaer  me  uisorders,  how  frequently  has  medicine  been  made  use  ol 
after  the  trial  of  yoiu-  holy  oil  has  proved  ineflFectual  to  remove  the 
complaints !  How  many  cases  have  been  brought  before  the  public 
m  which  the  poor  sufferers  (humanly  speaking,)  have  been  sacrificed' 
when  the  victims  of  your  superstition,  or  rather  I  should  say,  the 
pretended  friends  of  your  victims,  have  wilfuUy  neglected  the  smtable 
^u^^^i^'t^  •  .  ®  promise  given  by  our  Saviour,  that  miraculous  powers 
should  be  conferred  upon  the  Apostles,  and  on  those  that  beheve  through 
their  preachmg,  was  fulfilled  to  the  letter :  but  this  promise  by  no  means 
leads  us  to  suppose  that  these  miracidous  powers  should  alwat/s  con- 
tinue as  a  necessary  consequence  of  true  belief;  and  on  the  other  hand. 
neither  was  the  power  of  working  miracles  even  in  Christ's  name,  a  true 
and  certam  sign  of  the  possession  of  saving  gra/^.e;  for  our  Saviour,  after 
giving  a  warmng,  that  men  should  beware  of  lalse  prophets   tells  us  in 

S^hTt.'^i.^  v''  .^"*  f  r^  «°«  *^^=^*  "^^'^  unto  \ne  Lord  Lord,^ 
enter  mto  the. kingdom  of  heaven;  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my 
lather  which  is  m  heaven.  Many  wiU  say  unto  me  in  that  day,  LorcL 
m^t  l^n^  ?  Z^  f  •  *  P^oP^esied  111  thy  name  ?  and  in  thy  name  have  cast 
out  devilb  ?  and  m  thy  nanie  done  many  wonderful  works  ?  And  then 
will  I  profess  unto  them,  I  never  knew  you:  depart  from  me  \^  that 
WOTk  iniqmty."  Thus  it  is  verv  evident,  from  our  SaWoS  wordi  that 
nuraculous  powers  are  no  proof  of  an  interest  in  ChrS  ' 

E.    May  I  then  ask  what  do  you  consider  to  be  the  true  test  ? 

crH '^X^^  ^^^  ^°"  ^  ^^^  quotations  from  the  unerring  word  of  God  • 
and  unless  a  person  possesses  the  first  I  shall  name,  St.  Paul  himself  has' 
nnH  f  l*vr*  ^^^  other  gifts  even  faith  itself,  are  but  as  souiSg  bra^ 

expressed &Tj'Z^?^^i^^^^^  fl'\  '^   .'^he  same  senthSeK 

expressea  m  i  John  m.  14,  He  know  that  we  have  nassed  from  Hpnfh 
unto  hfe,  because  we  love  the  brethren."  In  ver.?e  24  of  th^  same 
dwfct  H-*^''  T^^'-  "t^^  ^^  tl^^t  keepeth  At  commandmenTs 
in  S  S  iL^Q™'  -f  •^v,^?  ^^M™-  ^°d  hereby  we  know  that  He  aSdeth 
nr.  ?'n  {  ^^^ .Sp^t  which  He  has  given  us."    Now  let  us  see  how  we 

St  arS  frnitTomJr-^-r^'^^  •*,^^.  ?Pi"*  «f  ^Jod.  Let  us  s2 
22  24  "Tint  V;^i*!.«^.tlie  Spmt  as  degcribed  in  God's  word,  Galations  v. 
22-24,     But  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  pea<!e,  iongsuttfering; 
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gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness,  temperance:  against  such  theie  is 
no  law.  And  they  that  are  Christ's,  have  crucified  the  fl&sh  wiih  the 
affections  and  lusts."  Epbesvaus  v.  9,  "Por  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  in 
all  goodness  and  righteousness  and  truth."  James  i.  27,  "  Pure  religion 
and  undefiled  before  God  and  the  Father  is  this,  To  visit  the  fatherless 
and  widows  in  their  affliction,  and  to  keep  himself  unspotted  from  the 
world."  The  fruits  of  the  flesh  are  described  as  foUows :— Galatians  v. 
19-21, "  Now  the  works  of  the  flesh  are  manifest,  which  are  these ;  adultery, 
fornication,  uncleanness,  lasciviousness,  idolatry,  witchcraft,  hatred, 
variance,  emulations,  wrath,  strife,  seditions,  heresies  envyings,  murders, 
drunkenness,  revellings,  and  such  hke :  of  the  which  I  tell  you  before, 
as  I  have  also  told  you  in  times  past,  that  they  which  do  such  things 
shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  hke  may  be  read  in  Ephesians 
v.,  closing  with  these  words :  Let  no  man  deceive  you  ivith  vain  tvords  : 
for  because  of  these  things,  cometh  the  wrath  of  God  upon  the  children 
of  disobedience.  Be  not  ye  therefore  partakers  with  them."  Hear  then, 
ye_  Latter-Day  Saints,  these  words  of  warning ;  be  not  deceived  by  the 
vain  words  of  those  who  try  to  make  you  believe  that  a  polygamist  is  no 
adulterer,  when  Christ  declares  that  he  is  guilty  of  this  crime ;  and  St. 
Paul  sets  forth  the  dreadful  consequences  of  tins  sin,  as  well  as  of  every 
other  unrepented  transgression. 

E.  Then  I  suppose  I  am  to  consider  it  settled  that  you  do  not  sup- 
pose mii'acles  necessary  now;  but  was  not  Christianity  established  by 
miracles  ?  If  so,  why  do  you  then  declare  that  as  soon  as  it  was  estab- 
lished, nearly  all  its  blessings  ceased  ?  If  it  be  established,  the  whole 
system,  signs,  and  aU  should  continue  in  full  force,  as  long  as  there  is 
a  soul  on  the  earth  to  be  saved.* 

F.  I  do  not  consider  miracles  were  necessary  to  estabhsh  the  truth  of 
Christianity  after  Christianity  was  estabhshed;  but  I  am  willing  to 
admit  that  miracles  were  necessary  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Christian  dispensation :  first,  to  convince  the  Jews  that  Jesus  was  that 
Prophet  that  should  come  into  the  world,  (not  Joseph  Smith,)  who, 
otherwise  would  not  have  answered  the  description  given  of  Him  by  the 
holy  prophets  who  spake  of  Him.  Jesus  said,  If  I  had  not  done 
amongst  them  such  works  which  none  other  man  did,  they  had  not  had 
sin ;  but  now  they  have  no  cloak  for  their  sin."  Secondly,  the  Apostles 
had  the  power  of  working  miracles  and  of  conferring  upon  others  the 
same  power,  to  confirm  the  truth  of  the  Gospel,  and  to  convince  both 
Jews  and  Gentiles  that  they  were  Divinely  commissioned  to  preach  that 
Gospel,  by  which,  the  rites  of  the  ceremonial  ordinances  of  the  Jewish 
religion  were  superseded.  To  suppose,  then,  that  these  gifts  were  nearly 
all  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel  is  a  great  mistake ;  the  Gospel  was  iatended 
to  be  the  means  of  bringing  souls  out  of  darkness  into  light,  from  the 
power  of  Satan  unto  God.  The  Gospel  has  blessings  of  a  far  more 
important  character  than  the  restoration  of  health  to  the  body  ;  it  is  for 
the  heahng  of  the  diseases  of  the  soul ;  it  is  the  ofler  of  eternal  life  to  the 
guilty  and  lost  sinner,  who,  by  God's  grace  is  enabled  to  repent  of  his 
sins,  and  by  faith  in  Jesus  as  his  Saviour  and  Eedeemer  can  trust  in  his 
merits,  sacrifice,  atonement,  resiurection,  and  intercession  for  the  salva- 
tion of  his  immortal  soul.  So  many  miracles  were  performed  by  our 
Lord  and  his  Aj)ostles,  which  are  duly  recorded  in  the  New  Testament, 
the  truth  of  which  are  attested  by  Jewish  and  heathen  historians  who 
lived  in  the  days  of  our  Saviour  and  the  Apostles,  that  if  an  unbeliever 
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vi-ill  not  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  Gospel,  by  those  miracles  already 
performed,  which  are  so  well  attested  by  enemies  as  well  as  friends, 
"  Neither  would  he  be  persuaded,  though  one  rose  from  the  dead."  The 
word  of  God  is  the  sword  of  the  Spirit :  in  the  pages  of  that  sacred  book 
we  may  read  the  prophecies  respecting  the  rise  and  fall  of  nations  long 
since  fallen ;  of  powerful  empires  now  no  more  remembered  but  in  the 
pages  of  history ;  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  birth,  life,  sufferings, 
death,  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ,  many  hundreds  of  years  before 
the  events  took  place ;  in  the  same  book  we  may  read  respecting  events 
wliich  are  yet  to  transpire,  in  that  book  we  are  warned  agamst  the 
errors  wliich  should,  and  do  abound  in  these  last  days ;  and  we  are  told 
liiewise,  to  beware  of  false  doctrine,  false  prophets,  of  "  evil  men,  and 
seducers  who  should  wax  worse  and  worse,  deceiving,  and  being  deceived." 
See  1  Timothy  iv.  2  Timothy  iii.  The  former  describes  some  of  the 
marks  by  wliich  we  may  know  that  it  applies  to  the  Romish  church. 
The  latter  portrays  in  a  most  striking  manner,  the  character  of  some 
powerful  body,  professing  some  sort  of  religion,  who  should,  like  the 
Egyptian  astrologers,  attempt  to  prove  by  miracles,  that  they  ought  to  be 
listened  to  by  those  in  high  places ;  it  shows,  that  though  they  should 
proceed  no  further,  and  though  their  folly  should  be  manifest  unto  all 
men,  (that  is,  to  the  majority  of  mankind,)  yet,  that  these  deceivers 
should  go  on  from  bad  to  worse ;  in  other  words,  that  they  should  for 
a  time  succeed,  not  only  in  deceiving  others,  but  so  successful  should 
they  become  in  the  art  of  deception,  that  they  should  actually  deceive 
themselves.  This  awful  state  is  accounted  for  in  2  Thcssalonians  ii. 
11,  12,  "And  for  this  cause  God  shall  send  them  strong  delusion,  that 
they  should  believe  a  lie :  that  they  all  might  be  damned  who  believed 
not  the  truth,  but  had  pleasure  in  unrighteousness." 

E.  Tou  profess  to  prove  from  Scripture  all  you  advance:  I  shall 
therefore  request  you  to  prove  from  Scripture  that  our  apostle,  Orson 
Prate,  was  \vrong  in  asserting,  or  showing,  that  Christ  had  no  Church  on 
the  earth  for  1700  years  previous  to  the  time  when  the  Church  was 
established  by  our  prophet.  If  you  can  substantiate  your  reasons  for 
denjing  his  statement  in  a  few  words,  I  will  wait  to  hear  your  observa- 
tions, but  I  hope  you  will  be  brief  in  your  remarks. 

F.  1  will  endeavour  to  comply  with  your  request ;  but  as  Monnonism 
takes  its  stand  upon  the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of  this  assertion, 
and  as  upon  a  similar  idea  its  first  pretensions  were  founded,*  I  cannot 
but  feel  the  importance  of  this  branch  of  the  controversy  between  truth 
and  error :  but  previous  to  my  proceeding,  I  must  request  your  answer 
to  a  question  or  two.  Will  you  therefore  inform  me  whetner  the  pure 
Gospel  was  preached  by  Jesus  Christ  and  his  Apostles  ? 

E.  I  cannot  certainly  say  but  that  it  was  preached  by  them. 

F.  AVas  not  the  Church  of  Christ  set  up  and  commenced  on  earth  by 
Jesus  Christ  and  his  Apostles  ? 

E.  It  was :  but  there  was  soon  a  falling  away  from  the  true  faith. 

F.  Certainly  there  was ;  but  that  is  not  the  point  at  present.  "Will 
you  ^ive  me  any  pas.sage  from  Scripture  to  prove  that  Jesus  Christ,  or 
Lis  Apostles,  ever  foretold  that  the  whole  race  of  mankind  should  utterly 
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foibake  the  worship  of  the  true  God,  or  that  the  promise  made  bv  our 
Saviour  and  given  to  the  Apostles,  of  His  being  with  His  Church  on 
^  earth  to  the  end  of  time,  should  fail  for  a  single  century  ? 

E.  If  you  will  look  to  Eevelations  xiv.  6,  you  will  see  that  the  Gospel 
was  restored  by  an  angel,  and  how  could  it  be  restored  if  it  had  not  first 
been  taken  away  ?  Do  we  not  read  in  Eevelations  ii.  of  the  removal  of 
the  candlestick ;  or  in  other  words,  the  removal  of  the  hght  of  the 
Crospel  ?  With  these  passages  of  Scripture  in  favour  of  our  views  how 
can  you  maintain  the  position  you  have  taken  ? 

P.    In  the  first  place,  you  say,  that  the  angel  restored  the  Gospel, 
and  thence  argue  that  it  must  have  been  removed  from  the  world. 
You  admitted  just  now  that  the  Gospel  was  preached  by  Jesus  Christ 
and  his  Apostles,  whilst  they  were  on  the  earth ;  and  as  the  truth  of 
God  and  the  Gospel  of  God  endureth  for  ever,  how  could  it  be  ever- 
lasting, if  its  sound  was  never  heard  on  the  earth  for  1700  years  ?    The 
passage  you  refer  to,  does  not  say  one  word  about  the  restoration  of  the 
Gospel:  it  is  a  mere  figment  of  Mormonism,  and  opposes  the  whole 
tenor  of  Scripture,  as  well  as  the  state  of  Christ's  Church  in  all  ages. 
That  the  passage  intimates  a  rapid  spread  of  the  Gospel,  through  the 
instrumentahty  of  preaching,  I  am  willing  to  admit,  but  where  is  the 
proof  to  be  found  that  the  Gospel  was  to  be  unknown  in  the  world  ?  I  will 
*  now  come  to  the  more  sure  word  of  prophecy,  and  to  this  we  are  com- 
manded to  take  heed.     You  have  admitted  that  Jesus  Christ  and  his 
Apostles  did  set  up  a  Church  on  earth :  this  Church  is  generally  described 
by  our  Saviour  as  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  sometimes  as  the  kingdom  of 
God,  as  in  Matthew  xxi.  43,  "  Therefore  I  say  unto  you.  The  kingdom  of 
God  shall  be  taken  from  you,  and  given  to  a  nation  bringing  forth  the 
fruits  thereof."    Here  I  would  observe  in  passing,  is  an  instance  of  the 
removal  of  the  candlestick  from  one  people,  to  another  nation ;  but  the 
glorious  light  was  not  to  be  extinguished,  it  was  only  to  be  removed  from 
one  place  to  another.    Let  us  look,  then,  at  the  prophecies  which  speak 
of  this  kingdom  and  its  durabilty.    In  Daniel  ix.  24,  "  Seventy  weeks  are 
determined  upon  thy  people  and  upon  thy  holy  city,  to  finish  the  trans- 
gression, and  to  make  an  end  of  sin,  and  to  make  recoucihation  for 
"iniquity,  and  to  bring  in  E^T:ELASTING  EIGHTEOUSNESS,  and 
to  seal  up  the  vision  and  prophecy,  and  to  anoint  the  most  Holy."    In 
Daniel  ii.  44,  we  may  see  when  this  kingdom  of  Christ  was  to  be  set  up ; 
also,  that  it  should  never  be  destroyed.    I  am  aware  that  the  Mormonifes 
suppose  that  they  may  apply  this  text  to  their  kingdom;  but  never, 
perhaps,  was  Scripture  more  perverted  by  any  people,  than  by  those 
calling  themselves  Latter-Day  Saints;  and  their  perversion  of  this  text, 
is  a  very  remarkable  instance  of  their  folly  and  want  of  perception. 
But  to  proceed,  we  are  in  the  verses  preceding  the  passage  quoted  from 
Daniel  ii.,  instructed  respecting  the  several  kingdoms  that  should  succeed 
"the  Babylonian  government:  that  the  third  power  named  should  be 
subjugated  by  the  Eoman  empire;  and  that  "in  the  days  of  these  kings 
shall  the  God  of  heaven  set  up  a  kingdom,  which  shall  never  be 
destroyed : "  etc.    Now  if  you  wiU  turn  to  Luke  ii.  you  will  see  that  our 
Saviour  was  born  during  the  reign  of  Caesar  Agustus,  Emperor  of  Eome. 
.  In  Luke  iii.  you  may  read  that  it  was  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign 
of  Tiberius  Caesar,  that  John  the  Baptist  commenced  to  prepare  the 
way  for  the  setting  up  of  Christ's  kingdom.    In  Luke  iv.  you  may  read 
'  the  account  of  our  Saviour's  entry  upon  liis  ministry,  to  set  up  that 
kingdom  which  should  never  be  destroyed;  but  which  would  destroy 
.and  break  in  pieces  all  those  before-mentioned  kingdoms,  and  stand  for 
ever.     Now  the  time  of  our  Saviour's  bu-th  coincides  with  the  pro- 
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phetic  words  given  in  Daniel  ix.  21.  That  our  Saviour  did,  according 
to  the  prophecy  given  in  J)aniel  ii.  41,  by  himself  and  his  Apostles  set 
up,  and  csliibli.sh  liis  CUiurcU  ami  kuT^floin,  is  a  fact,  no  reasonable  person  . 
can  deny.  That  this  ])roplicoy  sIjoiiUI  be  ap[)lied  to  any  other  Idugdom 
than  that  set  up  by  J  es LIS  (Jiin.-.i;  pud  his  iiposllcs,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  33,  is  most  extrnordinnrv;  bal;  that  any  person  can  suppose  that 
the  Church  or  kingdoui  of  t'Lui^l',  wliich  was  to  be  everlasting  in  its 
character;  established,  too,  under  the  iiniucdiate  superintendence  of 
Jesus  himself,  and  accompanied  with  a  special  outiwuring  of  the  Holy 
Spu'it;  to  suppose,  1  repeat,  that  this  Church  had  no  existence  about  a 
year  after  the  time  that  bt.  John  wrote  the  book  of  Eevelations,  is 
extravagant  folly  indeed. 

E.  I  never  made  any  such  observation  myself,  neither  can  you  prove 
that  such  a  statement  has  been  made  by  any  of  our  apostles. 

F.  It  is  easily  jiroved  that  your  apostle,  Orson  Pratt,  does  make  such 
an  assertion,  lu  his  tract,  "The  Kinsdom  of  God,"  part  4,  page  7,  he 
declares  that  there  were  vo  true  bnticeers  for  seventeen  centuries  pre-  ' 
vious  to  the  time  when  Joseph  Smith  organized  his  church  in  1830; 
who  was,  we  arc  in  formed  in  the  Book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  section 
46,  inspired  to  lay  the  foundation  thereof.  Here  then  is  the  proof; 
for,  if  there  were  no  true  hcUcvcrs  for  the  time  specified;  it  is 
evident,  that  for  tlio  same  space  of  time,  there  was  no  Church  of  Christ 
upon  the  earth.  Now  our  Saviour  was  crucified  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  33.  Affor  his  ascension,  the  Apostles,  accordiug  to  his  promise, 
received  the  Holy  Chosl,  and  proceeded  to  disciple  all  nations,  accorchng 
to  the  Divine  ioslruclions  and  connnission  they  had  received  from  our 
Lord  himself:  so  that  from  the  year  of  our  Lord  33,  wo  must  date  the 
rise  of  the  Christian  Cliurcli.  Now  if  to  the  years  1700,  named  by  your 
apostle,  we  add  tbe  33  years  which  had  elapsed  before  the  Christian  faith 
was  preached  by  the  Apostles,  and  these  additional  figures,  of  course,  ' 
should  1)0  added  to  the  1700,  bofoi'C  we  proceed  to  deduct  these  united 
figures  from  the  year  of  our  Lord  1830,  at  which  time  Joseph  Smith  , 
organized  his  church.    If  you  will  do  this,  what  is  the  remainder  ? 

E.  97  years. 

F.  Then,  as  the  Apostle  St.  John,  according  to  the  best  authorities, 
wrote  the  book  of  Eevelations  during  the  year  previous  to  this  date  of    '^ 
97,  your  apostle,  Orson  Eratt,  believes,  or  wishes  others  to  believe,  that 
there  were  no  believers  after  this  time  for  1700  years ;  if  you  believe    , 
him,  I  cannot. 

E.    But  this  only  proves  that  there  was  a  Church  then ;  I  wanted  you    - 
to  prove  that  there  was  a  Church  of  Christ  for  hundreds  of  years  after 
this  time. 

E.    Tou  requested  me  to  prove  from  Scripture  that  Orson  Pratt  was 
wrong  in  making  the  statement  that  C'hrist  r.ad  no  Church  on  earth  for    • 
1700  years  previous  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  1830.     That  this  statement 
of  his  rests  upon  no  foundation,  has  already  been  i)roved;  but  if  you 
wish  mo  further  to  demonstrate  how  utterly  his  opinion  is  opposed  to  ■^'■■ 
the  testimony  of  Scripture,  I  wih  proceed  with  the  subject. 

E.    Proceed. 

E.    I  will  omit  to  name  many  quotations  which  might  be  adduced  from.. 
the  Old  Testament,  and  refer  you  to  some  passages  in  the  Now  to  prove 
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the  everlasting  character  of  Christ's  Church  or  kingdom.  Matthew 
xxviii.  20,  "  Lo,  I  am  \^ilh  you  always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world" 
Ephesians  iii.  21,  "  Unto  Him  be  glory  in  the  Church  throughout  all  ages, 
world  without  end.  Amen."  That  a  faUing  away  from  the  truth  of  the 
Gospe).  should  take  place,  is  spoken  of  in  various  parts  of  holy  writ, 
especially  in  2  Thessalonians  ii. ;  but  at  no  time  has  God  been  without 
a  people  to  serve  Him,  and  consequently  Se  always  had  a  Church  upon 
the  earth.  At  one  time,  during  the  old  dispensation,  one  of  His 
Prophets,  whose  name  was  EUjah,  supposed  that  he  was  the  only  servant 
of  God  remaining,  but  what  did  God  say  ?  "  Tet  I  have  left  me  seven 
thousand  men  in  Israel,  all  the  knees  which  have  not  bowed  unto  Baal, 
and  every  mouth  which  hath  not  kissed  him."  Here,  then,  was  a 
remnant  faithful  to  their  God ;  few  certainly  in  comparison  with  those 
who  denied  him,  but  of  these  was  the  Church  of  God  composed.  In 
Hevelations  iii.  10,  we  may  read  the  promise  given  to  the  Church  in 
Philadelphia,  "  Because  thou  hast  kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I  also 
wiU  keep  thee  from  the  hour  of  temptation,  which  shall  come  upon  all 
the  world,  to  try  them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth."  In  Revelations  ix. 
we  have  the  prophecy  relating  to  the  rise  of  the  Mahomedan  power, 
which  commenced  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  606,  and  in  verse  4,  we 
may  see  that  these  followers  of  the  false  prophet  were  only  permitted 
to  hurt  those  men  who  had  not  the  seal  of  God  in  their  foreheads." 
Thus,  at  this  period  it  is  evident  there  were  some  faithful  servants  of 
God;  fome  true  believers,  and  therefore  a  Church  of  Christ.  In 
EeveJAtions  xi.  3,  4,  two  witnesses  are  spoken  of,  who  should  prophecy 
a  thousand  two  hundred  and  threescore  days,  clothed  in  sackcloth ;  these 
are  the  two  candlesticks,  standing  before  the  God  of  the  earth.  Now  as 
days,  in  prophetic  language,  are  to  be  understood  to  mean  years,  unless 
when  described  as  the  evening  and  morning,  it  is  evident,  that  this 
passage  cannot  refer  to  any  two  individual  men,  but  to  a  succession  of 
the  faithful  servants  of  Jesus,  who  composed  His  Church  for  the  time 
specified.  This  prophecy  indicates,  also,  the  distressed  condition  of  the 
Church  during  this  long  period.  In  Revelations  xii.  we  may  read  that 
the  Chvu-ch,  under  the  figure  of  a  woman,  "fled  into  the  wilderness, 
where  she  had  a  place  prepared  of  God,  that  they  should  feed  her  there, 
a  thousand  two  hundred  and  threescore  days."  Here,  again,  a  day 
stands  for  a  year ;  and  you  will  observe,  that  it  is  the  same  duration  of 
time,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Avitnesses.  Here  then  we  have  the  sure 
testimony  of  prophecy  from  the  Scriptures  as  to  the  continuation  of 
Christ's  Church  on  earth,  and  without  pretending  to  be  wise  above  what 
is  written,  by  attempting  to  fix  the  exact  date  when  the  witnesses  began 
their  testimony  to  the  truth :  yet,  as  it  must  have  been  subsequent  to 
the  period  when  St.  John  wrote  the  book  of  Revelations  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  96,  most  probably  many  years  after ;  stUl,  if  we  suppose  that 
they  did  begin  their  prophecy  at  the  time  that  St.  John  wrote,  we  can 
show  from  the  Scriptures,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  had  a  Chiu*ch  on  earth  to 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1356.  It  is  worthy  of  being  remarked,  that  after 
the  witnesses  are  spoken  of,  the  prophecy  is  given  in  Revelations  xiv.  7 
of  the  angel  preaching  the  everlasting  Gospel,  foUowed  by  another  angel, 
who  speaks  of  the  patience  of  the  saints  who  had  endured  persecution, 
and  had  kept  the  commandments  of  God  and  the  faith  of  Jesus.  Again 
"  write,  blessed  are  the  dead  wliich  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth." 
In  1350  the  Reformation  commenced  in  England,  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  preaching  of  John  Wickliff,  and  his  translation  of  the 
Bible;  from  that  time  the  work  of  God,  though  much  opposed,  was 
revived  and  progressed,  the  hght  of  God's  holy  word  and  truth  en- 
lightened and  cheered  the  hearts  of  many  faithful  servants  of  God, 
enabling  them  to  sufler  the  loss  of  all  tilings,  even  life  itself,  with  cheer- 
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fulness,  until  the  year  1517,  when  the  Eeformation  commenced  in 
Germany,  spreading  with  the  rapidity  of  an  angel's  flight,  through  the 
several  dominions  of  Europe ;  hy  which  the  power  of  the  Eomish  church 
was  broken,  never  again  to  obtain  that  ascendency  for  any  lengthened 
period  as  before.  Now,  the  long  cherished  doctrine  of  purgatory  was 
shown  to  be  false  and  un-Scriptural,  and  that  those  who  died  in  the 
Lord,  were,  immediately  after  death,  received  into  the  paradise  of  God, 
instead  of  being  driven  into  a  place  of  temporary  punishment  called 
purgatory.  Thus  were  the  words  which  St.  John  was  commanded  to 
write  by  a  voice  from  heaven,  made  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  who  had  long  been,  for  the  most  part,  taught  a  very  different 
doctrine  by  the  Eomish  church.  There  is  a  Avord  in  this  text  of  great 
importance,  it  is  henceforth.  The  prophecies  before  alluded  to,  give  us 
unmistakable  evidence  that  Christ  had  a  Church  of  faithful  servants 
upon  the  earth  up  to  this  time ;  and  in  Eevelations  xiv.  13,  the  voice 
from  heaven,  the  word  of  God  declares  that  faithful  servants  of  Jesus 
shaU/roOT  henceforth  be  found  upon  it  to  the  end  Of  time,  even  when  the 
nations  shaU  be  gathered  together  to  swallow  up  the  people  of  God  with 
a  mighty  destruction.  As  time  would  fail  me  to  enter  upon,  and  discuss 
all  the  errors  of  your  system,  I  must  bring  my  remarks  to  a  close,  and 
may  God  in  his  mercy  "  give  you  true  repentance."  If  you  continue  to 
hold  the  same  opinions  you  now  endeavour  to  defend,  you  will  be  sinning 
against  the  light  of  God's  word  presumptuously;  against  reason,  and 
common  sense.  Tou  will  not  be  able  to  plead  ignorance  as  your  excuse. 
Now,  you  say  you  see,  that  you  Jcnow  you  are  right :  in  the  great  day  of 
account  it  will  not  avail  you  to  say  I  thought  I  was  right,  that  Joseph 
Smith  was  a  prophet  from  God,  that  his  pretended  revelations  were 
given  him  from  heaven,  but  I  was  miserably  deceived !  Those  awful 
words, — "  Depart  ye  cursed,"  will,  as  the  sound  of  ten  thousand  thunders, 
strike  through  your  inmost  soul,  and  your  everlasting  portion  will  be 
eternally,  irrecoverably  decided.  Be  wise  then  in  time,  before  it  is  too 
late ;  lest,  being  left  to  your  own  ways  and  your  own  imaginations,  "  a 
strong  delusion"  become  the  ruin  and  destruction  of  your  immortal  soul. 
I  have  proved  your  prophet  to  be  a  false  prophet ;  that  the  revelation, 
he  pretended,  or  his  followers  pretend  that  he  received  from  God 
respecting  polygamy  could  not  have  proceeded  from  God ;  that  his  idea, 
and  the  intimation  he  pretended  to  have  received  from  an  angel  as  to 
there  being  no  Church  on  earth,  was  contrary  to  the  promises  and 

frophecies  given  in  the  holy  word  of  God,  and  therefore,  must  be  false ; 
ha,ve  proved  that  your  so  called  apostle  Orson  Pratt,  is  no  apostle  of 
Christ,  or  of  God,  as  the  bold  statement  he  has  ventured  to  make  to  the 
effect,  that  Christ  had  no  Church  on  earth  for  1700  years,  plainly 
contradicts  God's  word ;  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  contradicts  it  also ; 
consequently,  yom-  system  is  founded  upon  error,  supported  by  ignorance, 
and  must  end  in  destruction.  AU  your  assumption  of  pretended  priestly 
authority,  being  derived  from  a  false  prophet,  is  but  an  empty  name ; 
his  many  false  prophecies  jjlainly  indicate  that  he  had  no  commission 
from  God  to  deliver  them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord;  and  since  your 
pretended  authority  is  derived  through  and  by  those  who  received  their 
authority  from  the  same  polluted  source,  who  both  taught  and  Uved 
contrary  to  God's  revealed  Gospel,  all  your  boasted  authority,  and  that 
of  your  whole  body  of  bishops,  priests,  elders,  etc.  is  vnthout  any  Divine 
foundation ;  and  your  whole  fabric  being  erected  upon  Joseph  Smith,  as 
the  foundation,  will  fall  in  that  day  of  trial  spoken  of  in  Matthew  vii. 
27 ;  very  probably  it  may  fall  into  decay  before  that  day,  as  other  false 
systems  of  religion  have  been  generally  discarded  which  attracted  great 
attention  for  a  time;  be  this  as  it  may,  for  as  there  are  numerous 
followers  of  one  false  prophet  who  flourished  nearly  1200  years  ago, 
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therefore  Mormonism  may  continue  till  the  stone  cut  from  the  moun- 
tain without  hands  crushes  this  system,  as  well  as  every  other  enemy  of 
Grod's  truth,  beneath  its  resistless  weight  and  power. 

E.  I  have  not  time,  now,  to  enter  into  a  discussion  respecting  the 
subjects  you  have  last  entered  upon ;  but  in  all  the  others,  against  which 
I  have  reasoned,  1  have  had  the  best  of  the  argument,  and  my  friends 
who  have  heard  both  sides,  will  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  of  what  I 
say.  I  shall  enter  upon  all  these  subjects  at  our  Chapel  as  soon  as  it  is 
convenient. 

¥.    WUl  you  aUow  me  to  attend  and  reply  to  your  observations  ? 

E.  Tou  are  at  hberty  to  attend  if  you  are  so  disposed,  but  as  the 
place  is  hcensed  I  shall  not  allow  you  permission  to  reply  to  my  argu- 
ments, or  any  observations  to  be  made. 

I.  Then  1  will  go  and  bear  my  testimony  against  the  truth  of  your 
statement  and  your  system. 

E.  You !  Do  you  think  that  you  will  be  able  to  move  your  tongue 
against  me  when  there  ?  if  indeed  you  ever  again  enter  our  Sanctuary . 
Before  you  shall  have  the  opportunity  of  doing  so,  you  shall  be  cut  off 
from  the  Church.  Hear,  then,  thou  vile  apostate,  thou  detestable 
hypocrite,  thou  offscouriug  of  all  men ;  hear  thou  the  curses  you  wil 
endure  !  "  Your  tongue  shall  be  stayed  that  you  shall  not  utter  against 
me ;  maggots  shall  eat  your  flesh  ;*  your  flesh  shall  fall  from  off  your 
bones ;  your  eyes  from  their  sockets ;  and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  the 
beasts  of  the  forest  and  the  fowls  of  the  air  shall  devoiu*  them  up."  I 
wish  I  had  you  in  the  land  of  Zion  I  would  then  make  shorter  work  of 
it,  the  "Danite  band,"t  those  faithful  servants  of  our  Lord  should,  unless 
you  repented,  encompass  your  path,  and  with  the  bowie  knife  keen  and 
strong,  would  open  through  your  body,  a  quick  passage  for  your  soul 
to  the  pit  of  destruction. 

I.  I  heed  not  your  threats,  I  fear  not  your  curses :  the  word  of  God  tells 
me,  Deuteronomy  xviii.  22,  not  to  fear  the  word  of  a  false  prophet ;  I  know 
the  time  when  I  should  have  dreaded  your  priestly  authority,  but  the 
word  of  God,  that  "sword  of  the  Spirit,"  has  cut  assunder  the  cords 
with  which  I  was  bound ;  I  am  like  unto  a  bird  escaped  from  the  snare 
of  the  fowler,  the  snare  is  broken  and  I  am  delivered. 

E.    I  leave  you,  may  I  never  see  your  face  again. 

I.  Well !  he  has  left,  may  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  his  soul,  as  he  has 
upon  mine ;  let  us  pray  for  him,  he  is  our  brother.  We  will  now  give 
thanks  to  the  "King  eternal,  immortal,  invisible,  the  only  tvise  God"  for 
my  deliverance :  and  may  my  future  life  be  devoted  to,  and  spent  in  His 
service,  that  I  may  Uve  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  His  holy  name. 
To  you  my  friend,  I  tender  my  best  thanks  for  your  kindness. 

E.  I  shall  ever  be  ready,  ever  willing  to  serve  the  cause  of  God,  and 
his  truth ;  and  happy  at  any  time  to  talk  over  with  you,  or  any  other 
inquirer,  any  point  of  the  Christian  faith ;  or  to  follow  up  the  subject  oi 

*  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  section  10,  paragraph  5,  also  section  61. 

+  Called  also  the  Destroying  Angel,— a  secret  Society  nnder  oath  to  execute  the  orders 
of  the  chief  President  of  the  Mormons. 
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our  evening's  conversation,  in  which,  I  have  hut  discoursed  upon  some, 
and  shghtly  hinted  at  other  errors  you  have  for  some  time  heen  taught 
to  consider  as  the  truths  of  tne  Gospel  of  God,  when  at  the  same  time 
they  are  but  the  doctrines  and  commandments  of  men.  Permit  me  now 
to  offer  you  a  word  of  advice :  never  allow  yourself  to  be  guided  in  matters 
of  faith,  or  principles,  by  any  other  standard,  than  the  word  of  God ;  make  a 
dihgent  use  of  the  means  of  grace  God  has  mercifully  provided;  but 
whatever  opinions  you  may  hear,  be  careful  not  to  embrace  any  doctrine, 
which,  upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  Scriptures,  (with  humble  prayer 
to  God  for  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit,)  you  cannot  find  therein,  or 
prove  thereby.  I  would  advise  you  to  worship  God  in  public  where 
his  word  is  most  honoured,  most  read.  Never  forget,  that  the  great 
object  of  Christians  in  assembling  together,  should  be,  to  worship  God. 
Do  not  allow  yoiu-self  to  wander  about  from  one  place  of  worship  to 
another,  merely  for  the  piu-pose  of  self-gratification,  for  such  a  course  is 
detrimental  to  the  growth  of  grace.  And  now,  I  commend  you  to  Him 
"that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling,  and  to  present  you  faultless  before 
the  presence  of  His  glory  with  exceeding  joy :  to  the  only  wise  God  our 
Saviour  be  glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and  power  both  now  and  ever. 
Amen." 

I.  Many  thanks  for  your  advice  and  kind  offer,  which  I  shall  gladly 
avail  myself  of,  whenever  opportunities  may  present  themselves :  for  the 
present  then,  adieu. 


APPENDIX. 


The  Author  of  this  tract  is  acquainted  with  a  person  named  Mark 
Holbrow,  now  residing  in  Mitre  Street,  Sandford  District  Cheltenham, 
who  was  formerly  a  priest  in  the  Mormon  church.  This  individual 
thought,  that  in  joining  this  community,  he  had  united  himself  to 
a  rehgious  body  of  men  who  were  actuated  by  right  principles.  He 
was  residiog  at  Cam,  near  Dursley,  Gloucestershire,  when  he  joine<l 
their  church,  and  as  he  was  considered  by  those  acquainted  with  him  to 
be  an  honest  man,  he  was  the  means  of  inducing  many  other  parties  to 
join  the  Mormon  ranks :  after  about  nine  months  from  the  time  of  his 
joining  them,  he  determined  to  leave  his  home  for  the  Salt-lake  Valley. 
At  Liveri^ool  he  became  acquainted  viith  an  aged  woman  of  the  name  of 
Salter,  who  resided  at  Steeple  Ashton,  near  Trowbridge,  who  had  some 
little  property.  The  Mormons,  after  pajing  some  little  attention  to  the 
old  lady,  persuaded  her  to  become  a  Latter-Day  Saint :  this  was  not  all 
they  aimed  at,  they  knew  that  she  had  some  property  which  might  be 
useful,  and  a  scheme  for  obtaining  it  was  soon  devised  by  these  self- 
styled  saints.    An  Elder  of  the  name  of  "Westwood  called  upon  her  oua 
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day  to  inform  her  that  he  had  received  a  revelation  for  her,  throi:gh 
<_  another  elder  named  HaUiday,  to  instruct  her  to  prepare  to  leave 
''  England,  as  Jesus  Christ  wished  her  to  come  to  meet  him  at  the  Salt- 
lake  Valley !  This  revelation  she  was  wiUing  to  obey,  and  forthwith 
made  preparations  for  her  departure,  intending  at  the  same  time  to  take 
a  nephew  with  her.  This  arrangement,  however,  was  interfered  with 
by  a  second  pretended  revelation,  warning  the  credulous  old  lady  against 
taking  any  blood  relation  with  her,  but  allowing  her  to  select  from 
amongst  the  saints  any  one  she  liked  for  a  companion.  This  mandate 
was  at  once  comphed  with,  and  the  un-suspecting  creature  selected  Elder 
"^  Phihp  Westwood  for  her  guardian,  as  she  was  better  acquainted  with 
him  than  any  other  of  tlie  fraternity.  This  point  being  gained, 
another  revelation  foUowed,  commanding  the  old  woman  to  make 
Philip  Westwood  her  treasurer  !  The  old  lady,  being  a  very  good  and 
faithful  Mormonite,  raised  no  objection  to  the  proposal,  and  placed  in 
Westwood's  hands  the  bulk  of  the  money  she  possessed.  On  their 
arrival  at  Liverpool,  it  was  discovered  that  all  the  money  she  had  was 
not  given  up,  so  another  revelation  directed  her  to  give  up  all  she  had  t<i 
Westwood !  After  this,  she  discovered  from  the  altered  manner  and 
conduct  of  those  in  whom  she  had  confided,  how  miserably  she  had  been 
.  deceived.  With  many  tears  she  related  her  sad  story  to  Priest  Holbro-n-, 
who  did  what  he  could  to  relieve  her  mind  and  comfort  her  with  the 
expectation  of  obtaining  redress.  He  spoke  to  the  president  of  the 
company.  Elder  John  Johnson,  late  of  Cheltenham,  respectmg  her  case, 
and  asked  him  if  such  conduct  was  Christian-like  or  manlike.  The 
reply  he  received  was  this ;  "  That  is  none  of  thy  business."  When  the 
company  arrived  at  New  Orleans,  by  the  interferance  of  Mr.  Holbrow, 
an  enquiry  was  instituted  respecting  the  affair,  and  the  committee  of 
investigation  decided  that  Westwood  should  return  the  money  to  the 
>■  old  lady ;  but  this  could  not  be  done,  as  he  had  already  spent  the  greater 
portion  of  that  she  had  placed  in  his  hands,  upon  himself  and  a  newly 
married  wife ;— at  least  there  was  but  about  £24  left  out  of  about  £1.30 
committed  to  his  care.  The  poor  old  woman  never  lived  to  r^ach  the 
valley,  but  died  about  26  days  after  the  investigation.  The  above  named 
person,  who  gave  me  this  account,  offers  to  confirm  the  truth  of  this 
statement  upon  oath  if  required.  He  will  also  be  most  willing  to  satisfy 
any  reasonable  person  respecting  the  character  of  the  Mormons,  or 
rather  their  want  of  correct  moral  principles ;  and  wiU  teU  them  of  some 
"  of  the  deeds  of  the  "  Danite  Band."  He  is  also  ready  to  prove  that 
polygamy  was  in  fuU  operation  long  before  and  at  the  time  he  went  to 
America ;  thus  most  clearly  showing  the  base  deception  they  were  giulty 
of,  who  denied  its  practice.  The  Mormons  try  to  shelter  themselves 
by  saying,  "  You  told  us  that  we  practised  the  spiritual  ivife  doctrine ; 
this,  we,  who  knew  that  polygamy  was  practised,  denied ;  thus  you,  by 
giving  it  an  incorrect  term,  enabled  us  to  deny  the  statements  as  to  the 
spiritual  wife  doctrine,  for  there  was  no  spirituality  about  it.  Others 
. .  amongst  us,  toho  were  not  in  the  secret,  denied  it,  not  believing  any  such 
such  charges  to  be  correct."    This  apology  for  the  denial,  was  offered  to 
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the  writer  by  an  elder,  whose  name  is  withheld,  as  the  discussion  at     n 
which  it  was  gi^jen  was  of  a  private  character.     Certainly  some  apology     ; 
is  necessary,  but  the  only  effectual  one,  of  any  real  utihty,  is  the  aban-  -^ 
donment  of  such  abominable  and  soul  destructive  principles.      The 
pretended  revelations  which  deceived  poor  Mrs.  Salter  to  her  destruction, 
were  just  as  well  worthy  of  credit  as  the  pretended  revelation  respecting 
polygamy,  the  former  were  intended  to  deceive  a  poor  imbecile  old 
woman,  the  latter  is  brought  forth  to  deceive  weak-minded  and  silly 
young  women,  that  is  just  the  difference  between  the  pretended  revelaA 
tions.     Those  who  are  disposed,  to  wonder  how  it  was  that  old  Mrs. 
Salter  did  not  discover  that  she  had  got  into  bad  hands  before  she  parted 
with  her  money,  and  yet  are  wilhng  to  believe  that  the  pretended 
revelation  on  polygamy  proceeded  from  God,  are  in  my  opinion  fkr  more 
devoid  of  sound  judgment  and  common  sense  than  that  poor  old  woman. 
Why  was  this  revelation  kept  secret  ?    How  was  it  that  polygamy  was 
practised  in  America  before  the  contents  of  this  notorious  revelation  were 
generally  made  known  to  the  Mormons  of  this  country,  or  even  of 
America  ?    Before  closing  I  would  remark  that  the  Mormons  profess  to 
apologize  for  polygamy  by  asserting  that  it  will  put  a  stop  to  prostitution ! 
In  reply  I  would  remind  these  wise  gentlemen  that  it  had  not  this  effect  - 
in  former  times,  but  even  if  it  would  have  that  effect,  are  we  to  be  wiser 
than  God?     "Are  we  to  do  evil  that  good  may  come?"     St.  Paul  in 
Romans  iii.  8,  declares  the  damnation  of  those  who  teach  such  doctrine 
as  this  to  be  just. 

Let  me,  therefore,  most  earnestly  exhort  all  believers  in  the  system  of 
Mormonism,  to  re-consider  the  evidences  upon  which  they  embraced  the 
tenets  they  hold.  Let  me  entreat  all  parents  and  masters  of  famihes  to 
use  their  authority  in  preventing  their  daughters  or  maidservants  from 
attending  the  Mormon  assemblies. — If  young  women  have  any  regard 
for  their  honour  or  their  virtue,  they  would  blush  to  be  seen  on  their  , 
way  to  the  rendezvous  of  seducers  and  adulterers,  although  they  might 
never  intend  to  become  partakers  with  them  in  their  evil  deeds. — To  all 
such  I  would  say,  keep  away  from  the  company  of  those  whose  object  is 
to  procure  young  women  who  are  willing  to  be  deceived,  that  they  may 
be  sent  to  a  distant  land,  there  to  pander  to  the  insatiable  lusts  of 
debased  and  degraded  Mormon  polygamists. 


N.B.  A  very  considerable  allowance  tvill  he  made  to  those  desirous 
of  circulating  this  tract  as  an  antidote  to  Mormon  teaching,  by  applying 
to  the  Author,  2,  Clare  Street,  Cheltenham. 
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